AGREEMENT FOR 
JOINT SUPERVISION (COTUTELLE) DOCTORATE
POLITECNICO DI MILANO
AND
VILNIUS GEDIMINAS TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY
AND

Bronislovas Razgus

Preamble
This agreement between the institutions hereinafter (referred to as the Parties)
Vilnius Gediminas Technical University (VILNIUS TECH), Lithuania
Saulėtekio al. 11, 
LT-10223 Vilnius, Lithuania
represented by the Rector
professor dr. Romualdas Kluikas
and
Politecnico di Milano (PM), Italy
Piazza Leonardo da Vinci, 32
20133 Milan, Italy
represented by the Rector,
professor Donatella Sciuto

and

Bronislovas Razgus

1990-08-05

Varšuvos g. 8-3,
LT-02103 Vilnius, Lithuania

Doctoral Student
aims at developing a system of academic exchanges that will allow PhD candidates:
· to perform coordinate doctoral (PhD) studies at both Institutions by spending agreed periods at both Sites (part 2- Individual data and conditions),
· to write a dissertation jointly guided by scientists (supervisors) from both Institutions, and
· to obtain a Doctoral Degree from each institution by discussing a dissertation,
complying with the quality standards for doctoral studies at both institutions.
The agreement is based on the principles specified hereunder.
Part 1 – General principles
1. Admission
The admission to each PhD doctorate is carried out by a selection of PhD candidates, in accordance with the respective regulations of each institution. The PhD candidate shall have a supervisor at each institution (part 2- Individual data and conditions). Both supervisors are responsible for the progress of the doctoral degree work. The supervisors undertake to perform joint advisory functions in respect of the PhD candidate with current regulations at each institution. The partner institution for the PhD candidate will arrange the appropriate formal status to enable him/her to make short research visits and use essential facilities such as libraries and computing facilities, laboratories and other research facilities. 
2. Language Requirements
The PhD candidate must fluently speak English and either Italian or Lithuanian language. The possibility of learning a local language can be given by both institutions.
[NOTE: Politecnico di Milano requires that foreign students acquire a certification of basic Italian language, and support its acquisition, to be admitted to the final exam]
3. Starting date of doctoral studies
The starting date of the joint supervision (cotutelle) agreement for the PhD program is the starting date of the doctorate which first starts.
4. Duration of doctoral studies
The duration of the doctorate will be four years after the starting date of the joint supervision (cotutelle) agreement for the PhD program.
5. Residency
The activities relevant to the joint supervision (cotutelle) agreement for the doctoral studies will be carried out at VILNIUS TECH and Politecnico di Milano. The total duration will be split between both Institutions and agreed upon by both Institutions and supervisors. Also, if agreed by both Institutions, it will be possible to spend some periods at different Institutions, also in other Countries.
6. Registration and fees
The PhD candidate will be registered at both Universities and recognized as a PhD candidate by both institutions. PhD candidates taking part in this PhD program will obtain a tuition fee waiver at both institutions, The PhD candidate must have social security coverage or any insurance if that is required by the relevant national legislation of both institution countries. The responsibility of being properly insured is with the PhD candidate. A scholarship will be obtained by the VILNIUS TECH and also, can be obtained by Politecnico di Milano according to the regulation of the institution.
The PhD candidate is also responsible for his/her housing arrangements. According to the practices in place at both institutions, the institutions should provide advice/assistance in finding accommodation.
7. Supervision of the PhD candidate
Each Institution will define, for each PhD candidate, a scientist as supervisor of the doctoral studies and dissertation. The supervisor will assist and advise the PhD candidate during his or her studies and research. The two supervisors will coordinate their activity.
Should one of the supervisors leave their institution, the institution’s formal procedures for finding a replacement supervisor will be followed, with the involvement of the co-supervisor. If a suitable supervisor cannot be found, the agreement will be terminated and the PhD candidate will continue his/her doctoral studies towards the doctoral degree at the institution of his/her remaining supervisor.
8. Studying activities
The main activities that the PhD candidate must carry on during the PhD program include taking advanced-level courses, doing research work and elaborating and defending the doctoral thesis. The PhD candidate may take courses and the associated exams at each of the two Institutions, in accordance with the study curriculum concerted with the supervisors.
At least 30 ECTS credits related to courses must be obtained in both institutions. At least 15 ECTS (at least 10 in transferable skills and at least 5 in disciplinary subjects) must be obtained at the Politecnico di Milano.
The PhD candidate shall fulfil requirements and regulations ruling the PhD programs of both institutions, particularly with regard to the course credit recognition, qualifying examination (if requested) etc. The doctoral thesis should be made according to VILNIUS TECH institution regulations, following the VILNIUS TECH thesis template and it is expected to contain research material of relevance superior to that attainable by work performed within a single PhD program. It will be written in English, with two extended summaries in the languages of the two involved Institutions. 
9. Intermediate and annual evaluations
Each Institution will evaluate separately the PhD candidate's work plan research and study results, internadiate and annual evaluation or at different times, according to each institution's regulations. The results of each evaluation will be distributed to the other institution's science field committee.
10. Final evaluation and doctoral degree
After completing the joint supervision (cotutelle) agreement for the PhD program and satisfying the institution requirements (in particular the fulfilment of the coursework credits and the positive committee's evaluation of the thesis work) the PhD candidate will be awarded the “Dottorato di ricerca in Ingegneria Aerospaziale” by Politecnico di Milano and the “Doctorate in field of Technological Science, Electrical and Electronic Engineering ” by VILNIUS TECH.
11. Composition of final evaluation committee and defence
The committee for the final defence of the thesis will be composed of five professors and experts in the subject of the thesis, two proposed by each institution, including persons from the institutions themselves and the fifth neither from the host nor from the home institution. The committee will be nominated jointly by the two institutions and approved respectively by the Rector of Politecnico di Milano and by the Rector of VILNIUS TECH. The defence of the thesis will be held in the local language or English at VILNIUS TECH, upon agreement between the committee and the PhD candidate.
The decision to award the degree by VILNIUS TECH is not binding upon the other institution. 
12. Financial matters
The PhD candidate is expected to be financially supported by a scholarship or grant from either an Institution or a third party. The PhD candidate will assume the expenses for travelling, accommodation, and living. The expenses for travelling and accommodation of the two supervisors are the responsibility of the funds of each supervisor. No other financial issues are taken into account in the present agreement.
13. Protection of the research results
The Cotutelle PhD candidate's doctoral thesis copyright will be owned by VILNIUS TECH.
The intellectual protection of the subject of the dissertation and the publication, exploitation, and protection of the results of the research developed during the doctoral studies in the Institutions will be subject to the regulations of the above-mentioned Institutions. If required, specific agreements will be signed on intellectual property rights.
14. Health insurance
The PhD candidate will be required to show proof of health insurance before assuming their residency at each Institution.
15. Liabilities, Settlement of Dispute and Applicable Law
The parties shall be responsible for acting in accordance with the agreement.
This agreement shall be governed, constructed and interpreted in accordance with the laws of Lithuania. Disputes concerning this agreement shall primarily be resolved in negotiations between both institutions.
16. Entry into effect and termination 
This agreement will come into effect upon signing by the representatives of the two institutions and by the PhD candidate. The agreement will terminate in five years.
In case an institution fundamentally violates the terms of this agreement, the other institution shall be entitled to terminate the agreement by written notice without delay.
This agreement can also be terminated:
· by the mutual consent of all parties or; 
· by the PhD candidate, in writing giving a summary of the reasons for the decision or; 
· by the institution, if the PhD candidate fails to make satisfactory academic progress and the formal procedures of the institution for dealing with the problem have not been effective.
Before the termination of the agreement is contemplated, there must be consultation between the parties within 90 days. 
17. Language
The present agreement is signed in three copies in English, giving one of each to the Parties: the Institution and the PhD candidate.
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