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1. About this guide 
 
 
 
 

This  guide  contains  all  the  necessary  information  to  apply  for  a  Post-Doctoral 
fellowship financed by the AXA Research Fund (ARF). You will also find a general overview of 
our selection process. 
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2. Eligibility criteria 
 

2. 1 General information 
 

 

2.1.1 Institutions 
 
 

To apply for these fellowships, institutions must be registered with the AXA Research 
Fund. The AXA Research Fund does not accept unsolicited applications from individual 
applicants. 
Please note that although a given candidate may be presented twice by the same 
institution, she/he cannot submit the same proposal twice. 
Applications must be submitted by the research institution to which the candidate’s 
host laboratory belongs, and where the post-doctoral work is to be carried out. 
 
 
 
 
 

2.1.2 Candidates 
 
 

Applicants must comply with the following conditions in order to be submitted for peer-
review and final selection by the Scientific Board of the AXA Research Fund: 
 

 

- Applications must be filled out in English. 
- A candidate can be presented through one institution only. 
- Candidates must have defended their Ph.D. thesis before the beginning of their Post- 
Doctoral grant. 
- Less than 5 years since awarding of first Ph.D. Extensions to this period may be allowed in 
case of eligible career breaks which must be properly documented. 
- We wish to finance projects from start to finish: projects that are already underway are 
thus not eligible for funding with the ARF. 
ARF Post- Doc grants are not compatible with permanent academic positions. 
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3. Our application & selection process 
 
The application and selection processes have been modified so that the effort of candidates is 
proportional to the chance of success at each stage of the process. It is organized in three steps: 
 
o First Round: Selection of institutions 
The  operational  contact  fills  in  the  form  in which  the  fields  the institution wants to 
propose candidates on the AXA Research Fund’s application website. 
 
Opening: October 18th, 2013 
Closing: November 15th, 2013 at noon (Paris Time GMT +1) 
 
o  Second Round: Submission of Outline proposal and pre-selection 
 
a.  Internal selection of candidates by the Institution: The operational contact submits the  
names and emails of the  pre-selected candidates. 
 
Opening:  November 25th, 2013 
Closing:  December 16th, 2013 at noon (Paris Time GMT +1) 
 
b.  Submission of the outline proposals: candidates are provided with an access to the 
application platform to submit their outline proposals. 
 
Opening: December 17th, 2013 
Closing:  January 9th, 2014 at noon (Paris Time GMT +1) 
 
o Third round: Submission of Full proposal and selection 

a. Submission of Full proposals: Pre-selected candidates are invited to submit a full proposal 
on the application website. 

 
Opening: February 13th, 2014 
Closing:  March 13th, 2014 at noon (Paris Time GMT +1) 
 

b. Interview by AXA experts: Pre-selected candidates are interviewed to assess their ability to 
popularize and share their research with non academics. 

 
Opening: March 13th, 2014 
Closing:  April 8th, 2014 
 

c. Rebuttal phase: Pre-selected candidates are given the opportunity to answer to the 
evaluation performed, to correct factual errors or misunderstandings  

 
Opening: April 21th, 2014 
Closing:  April 28th, 2014 
 
o Communication of results of the campaign on June 10th, 2014. 
 
 
 



 

 

3.1 Step-by-step overview 
 
In order to improve our process of call for applications and external review, we have decided to 
collaborate with the European Science Foundation (ESF). ESF will be responsible for collecting 
the names of candidates submitted by institutions, as well as the collection of applications 
(outline and full proposals) and the review process. ESF will carry out the external review using 
the AXA Research Fund criteria. 

European Science Foundation is an independent, non-governmental organization dedicated to 
pan European Scientific network and collaboration. It has a key role to play in mediating 
between a multitude of heterogeneous research cultures and agencies.  The ESF hosts an array 
of instruments to accommodate various types and levels of international collaboration. For 
further information about ESF, please do not hesitate to visit their website: http://www.esf.org 

 

 
 
1. Institution 
registers with the ARF 

This first step happens only once. Once an institution has been registered 
with the ARF, it becomes part of our community. 
To  check  whether  your  institution  is  already  registered,  please  go  to: 
https://secure-researchfund.axa.com/Public/InstitutionSearch.aspx. 
For  more  information  on  how  to  register  an  institution,  please  go  to: 
http://www.axa-research.org/how-to-register-an-institution 
Please note that we stop processing registration requests 3 days before 
campaign deadlines. 
 

2. First round of 
applications 

At the start of each campaign, registered institutions wishing to present 
candidates must take part in this first round of applications, by filling out 
our online form. 
The operational contact from each institution selects 1 to 12 research fields, 
thereby indicating their institution’s strongholds in terms of fundamental 
research.  
We recommend they make a strategic choice within the 12 available fields, 
as the point is to highlight their institution’s strategy. They are not limited to 
these initial choices in the second round and are of course allowed to 
present candidates in other research fields. 
The operational contact may also submit a short text (500 words max.) 
Commenting on the strengths, values and strategy of their institution. 
NB:   Neither   applicants’   names   nor   specific   project   descriptions  are 
expected at this point. 
Institutions are then informed of the number of applicants they may 
present for the second round of applications (from 0 to 4). 
 

3. Second round of 
applications 

The AXA Research Fund relies on each operational contact to present 
candidate(s) on behalf of their Institution by entering her/his name & 
email address online. 
Each candidate then receives all the necessary information to access the 
application form via email. The candidate(s) are responsible for filling 
out their application form online. 
Please have the following documents ready (as separate pdf) 
for your outline application: 
- An extended synopsis of the Postdoctoral project (1.5 pages max 
+ references). 
- A detailed CV (2 pages max + ½ page of the most relevant 



 

 

publications) 
A career statement (1 page max) 
Selection of applications is a multi-stage process: 
An initial review of all applications ensures that all applications are 
complete and meet our eligibility criteria. 
Applications are then reviewed by a Panel of independent experts in their 
fields to assess their scientific quality and pre-select proposals for the third 
round. 
 
Candidates and operational contacts are informed on the results of the second 
round of applications. 
 

4. Third round of 
applications 

Pre-selected candidates are invited to submit a full application, which must 
include (as separate pdf): 
- An updated detailed CV including participation to colloquia (2 
pages max) 
- An extended list of most relevant publications (2 pages max) 
- Detailed description of the research project (6 pages max): long 
term objective and specific aims, rationale, methodology, work plan, 
budget 
- Other documents linked to applicant’s research work e.g. 
abstracts from publications, articles, etc (strictly limited to 5 pages) 
(Excluded: additional information on the research proposal itself) 
In addition they will be asked to submit on-line: 
- Referents’ names and Institutions (Future supervisor and Host 
Institution, other referent –former/current supervisor)* 
 
*The 2 Reference letters (1page/letter) will be submitted separately by 
their authors. 
 

5. Review process,  
Interview of candidates 
and Final selection  

Full proposal applications are peer-reviewed by 2 to 3 independent experts 
in their field to assess their academic quality.  
 
Candidates will have access to the anonymised external evaluation reports 
and have the opportunity to provide a one-page answer to the evaluation 
performed, to correct factual errors or misunderstandings. This answer will 
be submitted online and taken into account for the final review. 
Pre-selected candidates will be interviewed by AXA Experts in order to 
evaluate candidate’s ability to transmit and popularize their research. While 
not eliminatory, the assessment of this interview helps the Scientific Board 
ultimately choose between two candidates with equal level of academic 
excellence.  
 
A final review is done by the Fund’s Scientific Board, who oversees the 
whole selection process. 
 

6. Communication 
of results 

We inform all applicants as well as their operational contact about the 
results of the campaign, which are also online at: 
http://researchfund.axa.com/publication of results  
 
Once selected, candidates have up to 12 months after the announcement 
of the campaign results to start their Post Doc research (i.e., to 
administratively register within their Host Institution)   
 

7. Contracting and 
follow up 

Contracts are set up between the AXA Research Fund and the host 
institution of each selected grantee.  
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- Maintenance, insurance and safety costs  

- Communication expenses, network connection charges, postal charges and office supplies  

- Common office equipment such as PCs, laptops, office software  

- Miscellaneous recurring consumables. 

 

5 Contracting and follow-up  
 

5.1. Contracting with the host institutions of selected applicants  
Once the applications have been reviewed and fellowships have been granted, the AXA Research 
Fund will liaise with the Institution Representatives of the host institutions of the selected applicants to 
set in motion the contracting process.  

Grantees will be kept updated by their Institution Representative throughout the contracting process.  

 

5.2. Follow-up  
One progress report will be asked to the Institution/Laboratory, one year after the launch of the Post 
Doctoral research project. At the end of the fellowship, the Institution/Laboratory will also be 
requested to fill in an Executive Summary Report to inform the ARF of the results of the grantee’s 
research. 

 

 Should any additional questions regarding our application and selection processes arise, 
please go to our FAQ webpage: http://www.axa-research.org/faq-post- doctoral-fellowship 


